[image: image1.jpg]ﬂ’
Intemationﬂ
Po Delta

P)ird\\‘lr(hing Fair




Valle Mandriole or della Canna and Punte Alberete

Programme n. 4: Valle Mandriole (or Della Canna) and Punte Alberete (Departures at 10.00 AM; 02.30 PM)

Excursion from 10.00 AM to 13.30 PM
10.30 AM
Arrival at Valle Mandriole, birdwatching from the watch tower 

11.00 AM
Transfer to Punte Alberete, walking tour 

01.00 AM
Return to Comacchio by coach

Excursion from 02.30 PM to 05.30 PM
03.00 PM
Arrival at Valle Mandriole, birdwatching from the watch tower

03.30 PM
Transfer to Punte Alberete, walking tour 

05.00 PM
Return to Comacchio by coach

Site description:

This fresh water lagoon is an integral natural reserve. Together with Punte Alberete it used to be the ancient reclamation basin of the Lamone River. The two lagoons were separated after the natural reclamation and the embankment of the Lamone River was subsequently built. 

Valle Mandriole, to the North, is a fresh water marsh of about 260 ha, with wide reed beds and cattail. Where the water is at the shallowest and in temporary emerged areas you’ll find hygrophilus woods of Salicornia and bank woods of White Willows. The fauna is particularly rich in both  Punte Alberete and Valle Mandriole, with many species of fish, amphibians, reptiles, etc. The site hosts Bitterns, Little Bitterns, Purple Herons, Grey Herons, Great White Egrets, Teals, Garganeys, Shovelers, Pochards, Tufted Ducks and Ferruginous Ducks. Some couples of Marsh Harriers nest in the lagoons. 

Punte Alberete is a flooded forest of about  190 ha. The marsh vegetation is impressive, with tall trees predominating, such as Willow, Ash, Poplar, Elm, English Oak, Alder and Alder Blackthorn. The hollow areas are flooded and host White Water Lily, Cattail, Reeds, Willows, Salvinia, Cariceti, Cladieti and rush. The most interesting marsh plants are Orchid, Yellow Day Lily, Lily Grass, Purple Loosestrife, Summer Snowflake and White Water Lily. The site also hosts some reptiles, as marsh turtles, amphibians (frogs, toads, newts), insects, molluscs and some rare birds. The big egret aviary of Punte Alberete hosts Purple Herons, Great White Egrets and Grey Herons, Night Herons, Squacco Herons, Glossy Ibises (symbol of the reserve), Pigmy Cormorants and many others. The site also host a remarkable number of nesting Ferruginous Ducks. 
Duration of the excursion:

About 2 h - 2 h 30.

Guided Tour:

free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking area and picnic area.

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

about 25 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the National Road SS 309 Romea towards Ravenna. At km 9, you can see Valle della Canne on your left, followed by the parking lot of Punte Alberete.
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